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No-cut conservation easements, the main element of the 500-Year Forest Foundation mission, are key to restoring critical 
habitats and ecosystems, allowing forests to grow into a deeper level of maturity than young, managed lands.

In the growth and storage of woody species and in the buildup of organic matter, carbon sequestration is a critical ecosystem 
service for climate health. Consider that a fast-growing, dense, herbaceous community recreates itself every year, storing carbon 
throughout the growing season, shedding everything that becomes a part of the soil layer and repeating this process annually. At 
the 500-Year Forest Foundation (500YFF), interns and summer research associates conduct research on carbon storage estimation 
methods, and plan to test these methods in a 500-Year Forest this Spring.

Celebrating ted Harris and 25 Years 
On June 25, 2022, the 500-Year Forest Foundation held a celebration 

in honor of founder Ted Harris, and of the 500YFF’s creation and 
protection of old growth forests for 25 years. Kay and Kent Van Allen 
opened their beautiful home, Pebbleton, for the event, and Ted Harris 
arrived with his granddaughter Julia Harris. Approximately 75 people 
came to honor Ted and his vision and legacy of the 500-Year Forest 
Foundation. In Ted’s words “It was December 1995 at a Virginia Urban 
Forestry Council meeting when all of a sudden, I thought we should 
create future ancient forests.” Ted continues to be involved in the 
500YFF and is interested in the use of drones to monitor the forests and 
in quantifying the forests’ carbon storage. We thank all who helped with 
this fabulous event: hosts Kay and Kent Van Allen; Ted and Julia Harris; 
interns Maggie Damico, Gabe Quintero, Olivia Richards; staff and 
board members of the 500YFF Mary Elfner, Jeff Smith, Mary Wickham, 
David Ledbetter, Dr. Karin Warren; and all who attended to honor Ted. 
Thank you!

it takes a Forest 
“It Takes a Forest” is a project conceived in 2021 by board member, Mary Wickham, soon after she joined the 500YFF board. 

This is an effort to raise awareness of the importance of old-growth forests by identifying mature urban forests that are accessible 
to the public within the greater Richmond area and beyond. Although Richmond’s primary forests are long gone, many urban 
forest stands are 100 years old or more. These “Century Forests” provide critical habitat and other ecosystem services to the city 
and have the potential to become our old-growth forests of the future. 

What is a Century Forest? It is more than just a collection of trees. Much like old-growth forests, Century Forests are rich, 
biologically diverse ecosystems marked by a complex canopy 
structure, large amounts of deadwood, and the capability 
to support a wide range of native species. Even within the 
city limits, residents of all ages can experience mature forest 
communities and appreciate their importance for conservation 
and recreation. The Foundation is working with several 
partners on this educational project, primarily the University of 
Richmond’s Department of Geography and the Environment 
and Richmond’s Department of Parks, Recreation, and 
Community Facilities. We hope to expand this educational 
initiative to other areas of the Commonwealth.
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oFFiCers & direCtors
McChesney Goodall, III

Chairman & President
Consulting Forester  
• Richmond, VA

Hullihan Williams Moore
Vice President • Landscape 
Photographer • Richmond, VA

Karin P. Warren, Ph.D.
Secretary • Chair, Environmental 
Studies • Randolph College  
• Lynchburg, VA

Florena Fay Paurillo, CPA 
Treasurer • Charlottesville, VA

Alexander M. Macaulay
Attorney Macaulay Jamerson 
Satterlund & Sessa, P.C.,  
• Richmond, VA

Danielle M. Racke
Education Coordinator, 
Claytor Nature Center  
• Bedford, VA

David O. Ledbetter, J.D.
Senior Counsel • Hunton 
Andrews Kurth LLP  
• Richmond, VA

James E. Edmunds, II
Va House of Delegates
District 60 • Forest Owner

Jeffrey L. Smith
Exec Director, Rush Homes
• Lynchburg, VA

Mary T. Wickham
Community Volunteer
• Richmond, VA

staFF & Counsel
Mary A. Elfner

Program Director
• Richmond, VA

Kerry B. Hutcherson, J.D.
Attorney at Law • Rudy, 
Coyner & Associates  
• Chesterfield, VA

new board MeMbers
Fay Paurillo

Florena Fay Paurillo returns for a second term as Treasurer of the Board of the 500YFF. She works for the 
accounting firm Hantzmon Wiebel in Charlottesville, VA, where she lives with her family. Fay is licensed in 
the U.S.A. and the Philippines where she worked as a college accounting professor for almost eight years. Fay 
enjoys getting to know clients and strives to give exceptional client service.

Alexander Macaulay
Alexander M. Macaulay is a Richmond native and grew up hearing many 

lobbying and legal “war stories” from his father and grandfather. This led to 
volunteering in campaigns and a job as a Page in the Virginia House of Delegates. He then worked in the 
Governor’s Office, House Clerk’s office, and Department of Information Technology. He has had a lifelong 
fascination with trees since raking leaves as a child, reading about Ents in Lord of the Rings, and earning the 
Forestry merit badge in the Boy Scouts. As a lawyer-lobbyist he has represented the Piedmont Environmental 
Council and the American Battlefield Trust. He majored in history at Wesleyan University and graduated from 
law school at the University of Virginia.

new staFF
Em Robertson as our new Donation Program Support Staff

Em Robertson (they/them) is an e-textile designer, certified in agile project management with experience 
in public and private sectors, Em is adept at working with cross-functional teams and stakeholders to advance 
complex projects involving data, technology, and innovation. They work on invasive plant management with 
the James River Park System in Richmond, VA, and are a volunteer member of the JRPS Invasive Plant Task 
Force. Thank you, Em, for joining our team!

interns
Where are they now?

Keyu Jin, a 500YFF Intern in the summer 2019, is now interning with DCSEU’s Workforce 
Development program and with Solimar International, a sustainable tourism consulting 
company. Keyu also works as a business development specialist for Greening Urban, a civil 
engineering company, and continues to look for opportunities in the sustainability field.

Priscilla Ranjitkar conducted summer research with the 500YFF in 2019, and now works 
at Foursquare ITP as an TDM: School Coordinator. She is excited to provide resources to 
the goDCgo team, encouraging DC school district students and staff to use sustainable 
transportation options.

 

“Put Your naMe in tHe Hat!” 
Donating a gift of $30 or more within a month of this newsletter puts your name in the hat to receive a 500-Year Forest Foundation cap. 

Three names will be selected. You may be the lucky one! If you donate to Put Your Name in the Hat – please make sure that the word ‘Hat’ 
is submitted with the donation.
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donations - oCtober 1, 2021, to MarCH 1, 2023
 

Thank you to our Donors! What we do is only possible with the support of the people on this 
list. Tree Tender starts at a donation of $30. Fauna Fan starts at $60, Fora Fancier at $150, 
Stream Steward at $300, Soil Saver at $600 and Carbon Conserver at $1,500. Fabulous Forest 
Friend gifts start at $3,000 and/or an entire 500-Year Forest. 

Donate online at: www.500yearforest.org/get-involved/donate/
If you have given to us in the past, thank you, and we hope you will give again! If you are new to our mailing list, we hope you will see 

fit to donate for the good of old growth forests! THANK YOU!
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TREE TENDER
Ms. Shannon Brennan
Steven Brooks and Maxine Kenny
Mr. Glenn Buck
Ms. Faye Crawford Cooper
Margaret Denham
Darlinda Gilvary
Marsha Heatwole
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Hotchkiss  
(In honor of Ted Harris)
Wendy Kendrick
Meghan McIntyre
Stephen Moose
Charles. A. Moreno
Mary O’Brien
Ms. Florena Fay Paurillo
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Porter
Patricia Reddington
A. E. “Jake” Paulson
Mrs. Mollie A. Payne
Mary Ann Root  
(In memory of Dale Hutter Harris)
Ms. Carolyn Ross
Carole M. Royer
Larry and Barbara Scott

FAUNA FAN
Madge Bemiss and Jeremy Marlton
Diane and Hank Bisgaier
Ms. Shannon Brennan  
(In honor of Michael Kelly)
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Burton
W.H. Buruss
Mr. and Mrs. David Caughey
S.W. III and Kathy Coleman  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Jess Crumbley
Mrs. Margeret C. Dillard  
(In honor of Ted Harris)
Elena Ellis (In honor of friends 
Caroline and Brandon Waldron.  
In memory of her father, Daniel  
Eric Ellis)
Mrs. Mary Ross Reed Fisher
Ms. Gail Gormley
Bill and Carol Griffith
Carroll Lisle
Dean and Nancy McCumber
Mr. James A. McLaughlin
Peter and Leslie Mehring

Odette Mucha
Mr. Jeep Newman
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Paxton  
(In honor of Ted Harris)
David and Ellen Petty
Danielle M. Racke
Robert Reid (In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Tony Rini (For Liz Galloway and in memory of 
his mom, Gail Rini)
Tod D. Roach
David and Amy van Roljen
Angelica Rosales
Ms. Carolyn Ross (In honor of Ted and  
Dale Harris)
Vince and Judy Sawyer
Richard and Winifred Schoew
Charles Vess
Rod and Maggie Walker
Dr. and Mrs. Ware
Robin and Mark Winfree-Andrew
John and Carole Whittle
Cranston Williams, Jr.  
(In memory of his wife Marilyn Williams)
Christine Worsham
Harold E. Young

FLORA FANCIER
Barbara Anderson (In honor of Ted Harris)
Jeanne and Larry Bond
David B. Buchanan
Richard M. Busofsky
Shane Cralle
Dr. David W. Frantz
Theodora S. Kramer
Mrs. Joanna Jeffries Johnson  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Anna L. Lawson
Robert Reid (In honor of Ted Harris)
Dr. and Mrs. H. H. Shugart
Susan Knight Spencer  
(In honor of Elizabeth Galloway’s birthday)
Peter and Jessica Ward  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Nancy L. Weiss
Mr. Cranston Williams , Jr.
Sue Williams, Roanoke Religious Society  
of Friends

STREAM STEWARD
Sharon and Lee Ainslie  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)

Mr. and Mrs. James K. Alexander
James E. Edmunds
Macaulay Jamerson Satterlund & Sessa , P.C.
Jenna and Mitch Haynie  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Norman K. Moon
Steve Nash
Ann Richards  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Mary Ann Ruegg  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)
Mr. William I. Wasserman
Dr. Neal and Jane Sumerlin

SOIL SAVER
Frank and Eleanor Biasiolli
Betty Besal
Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Eschenroeder
Doniphan Calvert Guggenheimer
Jean and Harold Kolb
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy E. Harris
H. Gordon Leggett, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Smith  
(In honor of Ted and Dale Harris)

CARBON CONSERVER
Mr. and Mrs. McChesney Goodall
Mr. Henry Hild

FABULOUS FOREST FRIEND
Ted Harris
Rossie and Randy Hutcheson
David and Judith Ledbetter
Mr. Hullihen W. Moore
Mary & George Wickham

GRANTS
Anonymous
Beirne Carter Foundation
KVA Foundation
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Oakwood Foundation Charitable Trust
Virginia Dept. of Conservation and Rec.

IN KIND
David and Judith Ledbetter
Hantzmon Wiebel LLP

www.500yearforest.org/get-involved/donate/


leave a Forest legaCY witH Planned giving
 

At the 500-Year Forest Foundation we are extremely grateful to all who give! Please consider making a 
charitable gift through estate planning. Old growth forests will benefit greatly from your generosity! 

Please contact us at 500yearforests@gmail.com to find out more.

sHort essaY on tHe sPirit oF an old growtH Forest, anonYMous
The spirit of an old growth forest is a mysterious and elusive thing. It is a force that pervades every inch of the forest, from the tallest trees 

to the smallest plants and animals. It is both ancient and timeless, one that permeates the forest over countless centuries. For those who have 
stood in the majesty of an old growth forest, the sense of awe and reverence is palpable. Towering trees, thick canopy, rich diversity of plant 
and animal life - these things conspire to create an atmosphere of peace and tranquility. There is a sense of being in the presence of something 
much greater than oneself, something that has stood the test of time and will continue to do so for generations to come.

More than the beauty and grandeur of the natural world, the spirit of an old growth forest is about the interconnectedness of living 
things. Everything is connected - the trees, the animals, the insects, the soil, the water. Each plays a vital role in the health and well-being of 
the forest, and everything is dependent upon everything else.

This spirit of interconnectedness is something we can all 
learn from. In today’s fast-paced world, it’s easy to lose our 
sense of connectedness, and forget that our actions have an 
impact on the world around us. An old growth forest reminds 
us of this, and of the importance of preserving and protecting 
the natural world for future generations. As Chief Seattle 
said, “Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but 
one thread within it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to 
ourselves. All things are bound together. All things connect.” 

The next time you have the opportunity to experience an 
old growth forest, take a moment to let its spirit wash over 
you. Feel the peace and tranquility that it brings, and let it 
inspire you to do your part to protect and preserve the natural 
world for future generations!
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 The 500-Year Forest Foundation was incorporated in 1997 as a 501 (c)(3) 
and we assist forest owners (11 to date, 4000+ acres) who generously commit to 
fully and permanently protect Virginia forests of mature future old growth trees. 

“...the care of the earth is our most ancient and most worthy and, after all, 
our most pleasing responsibility. To cherish what remains of it, and to foster its 
renewal, is our only legitimate hope.” 

–Wendell Berry, The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays
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P.O. Box 1272
Charlottesville, VA 22902

The 500-Year Forest 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization, works in 

partnership with private forest 
owners to produce future old-

growth forests.

You Can HelP

For more information or
to contribute, volunteer
or recommend a forest… 

Visit: 
www.500yearforest.org

Email:
500yearforests@gmail.com 


