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Your donation helps protect and sustain forests that store one ton of carbon per acre annually.

Welcoming Ravens Hill Forest and the Dutnells

I

N LATE September, 500-Year Forest
Foundation directors finished their
fall board meeting in Charlottesville
then headed about eleven miles southwest
to visit Ravens Hill Forest, the newest
addition to our fold.
Director Jeff Smith photographed
owners Peter and Susan Dutnell accepting
a member forest sign from chair David
Ledbetter, after which the Dutnells gave
David, Jeff, Frank Biasiolli, Ches Goodall,
Hullie Moore, and Tom O’Halloran a look
at their forest.
Ches was on familiar ground, having
worked with the Dutnells years ago in
a county conservation program and
having made more recent visits to prepare
an assessment for the 500YFF. “It is an
impressive and beautiful forest that is wellstocked,” he wrote, taking particular note
of the property’s soils.
Part of the Dutnell property is
farmland supporting livestock grazing
and hay production. Some 133 acres is
woodland, mostly on the eastern slope of

Cook Mountain
in southern
Albemarle
County, VA.
The mountain’s
backbone is a
wide seam of
coarse-grained
quartz monzonite-the Lovingston
Formation--which
has weathered to
produce loamy
and fertile top soils
that Appalachian hardwoods thrive on,
Ches reported. There is also an unusual
narrow seam of metamorphic rock of
igneous origin that runs along the foot of
the mountain.
From a 1,055-foot secondary peak of
Cook Mountain, Ravens Hill Forest slopes
in nearly every direction. Numerous
streams originate on the property,
ultimately feeding into the Hardware
River. Varying combinations of elevation,

aspect, earlier use, moisture and soils yield
a second growth forest with wide-ranging
site quality and species composition.
The most common forest type is yellow
poplar-red oak along stream valleys, Ches
found. Mixed oaks, hickory and red maple
dominate drier, more acidic southeastfacing ridges. Windswept ridges and
higher elevation west-facing side slopes
harbor chestnut oak and mountain laurel.
(Continues on page 2)

Kim Biasiolli is the foundation’s newest director
THE 500-YEAR FOREST
Foundation was already in
Kim Biasiolli’s debt even
before she joined the board
in March 2017. As a Forest
Conservation Specialist for
the Virginia Department
of Forestry, she introduced
our mission to other
organizations whenever
the subject of old-growth
forests arose.
That networking should
continue to flow quite
naturally from her day job.
Since 2014, she has worked

on the establishment
and stewardship of
conservation easements in
the forestry department's
Central Region–35
counties between I-95 and
Charlottesville from the
DC suburbs to the North
Carolina line.
Before joining the
Department of Forestry,
Kim worked as a
stewardship specialist for
a small California land
trust and as a Nature
Conservancy botanist in

New York. A Massachusetts
native, she received a B.S.
in Environmental Science
from Evergreen State
College in Washington and
a M.S. in Natural Resources
from the University of
Vermont, where she
conducted research on
forest ecology and forest
management practices in
northern hardwood forests.
Kim is the daughter-in-law
of 500-Year Forest owners
Eleanor and Frank Biasiolli.

Website: www.500yearforest.org | Email: 500yearforests@gmail.com | Phone: (434) 953-3325

Ravens Hill Forest

( from page 1)

The riparian zones along major stream channels in visible bottomland have a deep
layer of silt and organic matter that produces extremely moist and fertile soils ideal for
tulip poplar and its frequent understory companion spicebush. Shortleaf and Virginia
pines have sprung up on abandoned farmland at lower elevations.
Those “old fields” harbor invasives, although Peter has done a good job keeping
them under control, Ches says. Along with forest management, the farm operation
and Susan’s University of Virginia day job, the Dutnells also juggle whatever past-times
and projects occupy daughters Emily and Ealasaid (holding Kip in photo). Over the
years, the list has included dance lessons, soccer, drawing, county fair competitions,
apprentice lambing and college.
Even before September, Peter and Susan had made room in their lives for the 500YFF,
attending the 2016 Clinch Mountain owners meeting and before that an event at Teddy
Roosevelt’s Pine Knot retreat. But then, Pine Knot is a birding hot spot and Peter’s
passion for birding is legendary. He is a Christmas Bird Count stalwart. He works with
Master Naturalists and junior naturalists. Primarily through the Monticello Bird Club, he leads bird walks at the Ivy Creek Natural Area,
where he helped establish trails. His ornithology expertise will add greatly to habitat monitoring.

Bookshelf
“Winter is coming” needn’t always be ominous. Sometimes it just means more time to spend inside with thought-provoking books. Our
founder reviewed one such title. That’s followed by three other recent publications of interest.

The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, How They Communicate by Peter Wohlleben
A Review by Ted Harris

Peter Wohlleben, a German forester, has written a revealing, perceptive and very readable book about the forest
and its tree members. He says, “My message, though grounded in a forest I interact with almost every day, is a
message that applies to all forests and woodlands around the world.”
In the foreword, Tim Flannery says of the author: “His deep understanding of the lives of trees reached through
decades of careful observation and study reveals a world so astonishing that if you read this book, I believe that
forests will become magical places for you, too.”
What a great advantage it is to a tree to be born in a healthy forest. Despite competition for sunlight, the forest, it
turns out, is a most cooperative society, a social venture where there is manifold ability to work together. As Wohlleben says, forests are
superorganisms with interconnections like ant colonies.
Scientific discoveries have revealed that trees have a sense of smell and taste. Trees can identify a marauding insect’s saliva and
create a compound that will attract the insect’s enemy. This pheromone drifts through the air warning trees nearby so that they can also
respond. The Africa Acacia tree creates ethylene making their leaves tasteless, which wards off giraffes and alerts neighboring trees to
the threat.
Don’t miss “Note from a Forest Scientist” at the very end of Wohlleben’s book. It’s written by Dr. Suzanne Simard, Professor of Forest
									Ecology at the University of British Columbia and
									describes
Simard’s work discovering that tree roots
Recently published:
									and fungi function symbiotically. Simard learned that
									Douglas firs suffered when paper birches were
Grand Canyon For Sale:
									thinned from the forest stand because the Douglas
Public Lands versus Private Interests
									firs received more photosynthetic carbon from the
in the Era of Climate Change
									paper birches than they transmitted. “Looking
by Stephen Nash
									further,” she writes, “we discovered that the
The Songs of Trees:
									exchange
between the two species was dynamic:
Stories from
									each
took different turns as ‘mother’ depending on
Nature's Great Connectors
									the
season.”
by David George Haskell
									
Simard’s findings gave rise to so much research
The Living Forest:
									worldwide
that our understanding of forests has
A Visual Journey
									expanded
exponentially in the last twenty years.
Into the Heart of the Woods
									Fortunately
for the reader, Wohlleben’s book covers
by Robert Llewellyn and Joan Maloof
									all
those subsequent significant discoveries as well as
									his own interesting insights into trees and forests.
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Thank you to our Donors
What we do is only possible with the support of the people you see on this list. The following gifts
were received through September 30, 2017. Soil Saver gifts start at $600, Stream Steward at $300,
Flora Fancier at $150, Fauna Fan at $60 and Tree Tender at $30.
SOIL SAVER
Frank & Eleanor Biasiolli
David & Judith Ledbetter
Hullihen W. Moore
Jeff & Mary Smith, in honor of Ted
Harris
STREAM STEWA RD
Laura Anthony
Rob Bass & Moira Rafferty
Lincoln Brower & Linda Fink
Audra & David Franks
Dale & Ted Harris, in honor of
Ravens Hill Forest
Rick Helms & Carolyn Phillips
Henry Hild
Hal, Jean, Kathryn & Lee Kolb
H. Gordon Leggett & Madeline E.
Miller
Cranston & Marilyn Williams, in
honor of cousins Dale and Ted
Harris
FLORA FANCIER
Mary Morris Booth, in honor of
friends Dale and Ted Harris
Margaret Anne & Cap
Eschenroeder, Jr.
Carola A. Haas & Kelly Brennan
Anna L. Lawson
Norman K. Moon
Ann & Elias Richards, in honor
of Dale and Ted Harris
Mary Ann Ruegg, in honor of
friends Dale and Ted Harris
Bill Wasserman

FAUNA FAN
Sharon & Sandy Ainslie
Bill & Barbara Anderson, in honor
of friend Ted Harris
Will C. Andrews
Anonymous
Stanley & Nell Barlow, in honor of
friends Dale and Ted Harris
David B. Buchanan
Al & Delania Buehler, in honor of
friends Dale and Ted Harris
Shane Cralle & Shreya Shah
Jess Crumbley
Judith & Forrest Gager
Megan Gallagher
Liz Galloway, in honor of friends
Susan Knight Spencer and Anne
Carter Vaden. In memory of
friends Nancy Bodwell Carnes
and Knight Hill
Gale Glenn
Ches & Nancy Goodall
Eunice Grossman, in honor of
friends Dale & Ted Harris
George H. Hettrick, in memory of
E. Gertrude Prior
Frances & Al Kemper, in honor of
Dale & Ted Harris
Theodora S. Kramer
Jim & Susan Lapis
Richard L. Latterell, in memory of
wife Dr. Frances M. Latterell
Carroll Lisle
Peter & Leslie Mehring
Jim & Bess Murray
Norman & Gail Porter
Betty Roberts, in honor of Dale &
Ted Harris

Peter Smallwood
Alexia Smith
Charles Vess & Karen Shaffer
TREE TENDER
Kim Biasiolli
Jeanne & Larry Bond
Peter Dalby
Valerie Delker
Elena Ellis, in memory of parents
Claire and Dan Ellis
Phyllis & Fred Fevrier, in honor of
friend Stan Warner
Bill & Carol Griffith, in honor of
Ted and Dale Harris
Bob Jennings
Sylvia Kerckhoff
Jim & Shirley Lynde
Larry & Ellen Martin
Randy Nelson, in honor of Ted and
Dale Harris
Richard & Dorothy Niles
Tom O’Halloran
Florena Fay Paurillo
Mike Perry
Robert H. Poole
Lloyd Redick, in memory of wife
Anne Redick
Sarah & Bob Reed, in honor of
cousin Ted Harris
Tony Rini, in honor of Mom Rini
Carolyn Ross
Molly Simes, in honor of friends
Ted and Dale Harris
Hank Shugart
Madeline Vann

Creative giving
OUR DONORS are both
generous and creative. Ted
Harris, this organization’s
founder, made a generous
donation to the foundation
specifically in honor of Ravens
Hill Forest. Many of you
designate individuals you
want honored or remembered.
We are grateful for those
thoughtful gestures.
Earlier this year, a donor
made The 500-Year Forest
Foundation beneficiary on
an insurance policy. Other
donors have set up automatic
monthly schedules for giving.
Donations have been matched
by employers.
Tried and true works, too:
checks, credit cards or cash.
Don’t forget the AmazonSmile
program, where you shop and
we benefit. Remember the
forests in your estate planning.
Donations are essential, but
we also need volunteers, ideas,
forest prospects and director
candidates.

O F F I C E R S & D IRE C TO RS
David O. Ledbetter, J.D.*
Chairman & President
Senior Counsel, Hunton & Williams
Richmond, VA

Kim Biasiolli
Forest Conservation Specialist
Virginia Department of Forestry
Charlottesville, VA

Florena Fay Paurillo, CPA
Treasurer
CPA, Hantzmon Wiebel, LLP
Charlottesville, VA

McChesney Goodall, III
Consulting Forester
Richmond, VA

Francis C. Biasiolli, Ph.D.*
500-Year Forest owner
Charlottesville, VA

Hullihen Williams Moore*
Landscape Photographer
Richmond, VA

Thomas L. O'Halloran, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Clemson University
Clemson, SC
H. H. Shugart, Jr., Ph.D.
Corcoran Professor, University of Virginia
Charlottesville, VA
Jeffrey L. Smith
Executive Director, Rush Homes
Lynchburg, VA
*Executive Committee Member
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ted Harris
Ches Goodall

with welcoming Ravens Hill Forest to The 500-Year Forest
stepping down from the board October 1.
Foundation. The Dutnells and I first met in 2008 when they
The transition we told you about last fall is nearly complete at
enrolled in the Albemarle County Acquisition of Conservation
The 500-Year Forest Foundation. We’ve added capable leadership,
Easements Program.
several
newIdirectors,
moreeasements
scientific advisors,
volunteers
and afPeter and
talked about
as we walked
his property
filiations.
is aofgreat
satisfaction toto
me.
and
I got aThis
sense
his commitment
land preservation. From
i
could
not
be
more
proud
of
the
bright
future
for the
the get-go, it was obvious Peter revered his
landahead
and that
it gave
Foundation.
i will of
continue
as a volunteer,
him
a deep “sense
place.”my
Hecommitment
wanted to protect
what hadconsultant and
fierce
supporter and
that i’m
fine
company
sustained
him
economically
andknow
spiritually
forinso
many
years.
with friends
like in
you
doing the same.
Putting
the land
a conservation
easement was a no-brainer.
But
that
timber
harvesting.
So,on
in another
2017,
With
myeasement
wife Dale,allowed
i now get
to concentrate
more
Peter
doubled
down
and
made
his
forestland
a
“no-cut”
legacy: our children and grandchildren, near and far—who are
preserve.
addition
to generating
tax credits,
the move
and haveIn
been
themselves
500-Year Forest
Foundation
benefacprotects
a
majestic
stand
of
yellow
poplar
and
red
oak
growing
tors. it is for them and for all the world’s children and grandchilon
deep
loamy
soils
and
supporting
a
rich
herbaceous
layer.
dren that we’ve worked to keep forests standing.
Itifguarantees
undisturbed
habitat
ecological
andbut
scenic
you’ll notice,
this is no longer
thefor
president’s
letter,
is from
purposes,
protecting
the
viewshed
of
a
highly
visible
mountain
me as a director. it will continue to be written by board members
and water flowing off that mountain from pristine headwater
in turn, giving a voice to the many people dedicating their time,
branches. The 500-Year Forest Foundation adds a member forest
energy, insight and finances to conserving forests. So, in a way, this
and the entire planet benefits from Peter’s foresight and loyalty
isn’t a “last” letter at all. it’s a first.
to his land.

